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Lifecycle



Baby MusselsBaby Mussels

GlochidiaGlochidia
come income in
various sizes-various sizes-
the largerthe larger
ones (1/4 mm)ones (1/4 mm)
are fatare fat
mucketsmuckets- the- the
smaller aresmaller are
spectaclecasespectaclecase



Close-up ofClose-up of
gravid gillgravid gill
containingcontaining
ovisacsovisacs. The. The
ovisacsovisacs are are
released inreleased in
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Ecological and Economic BenefitsEcological and Economic Benefits















Water Quality IndicatorWater Quality Indicator

Link in the food webLink in the food web
Easy to collectEasy to collect
Sensitive to pollutionSensitive to pollution
SedentarySedentary
Long livedLong lived





Threats to Freshwater MusselsThreats to Freshwater Mussels









Loss of forested riparian bufferLoss of forested riparian buffer

Area of WoodlandArea of Woodland
vegetation on the banksvegetation on the banks
of streams and lakes,of streams and lakes,
designed to providedesigned to provide
ecological functions,ecological functions,
intercept pollutants andintercept pollutants and
manage othermanage other
environmental concerns.environmental concerns.
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